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AVON’ FANTASY READER

SAPSziNE 16 PRODUCED FOR THE APRIL 1964 MA £ I. [NG OF THE SPECTATOR AiJA- 
teur Press Society by Edmund R Meskys (^ Metcalf® Box ^6. Berkeley 
Cal 94707) AND REPRESENTS WHAT HAS BECOME MY USUAL LAST MINUTE MfNAC.

MY, BUT THERE has been a lot of excitement in the last OE 
ELECTION, BUT ! ASSUME THAT BRUCE OVERCAME ALL HOAXES AND OTHER DIFFI­
CULTIES AND PS RE-ELECTED FOR ANOTHER TERM.

I UNDERSTAND THAT NOT EVERYONE RECEIVED THE SAME HOAXZ5NES SO I 
WILL LOST THE ONES i GOT FOR PURPOSES OF COMPAR5 SON. UNFORTUNATELY 
MOST EVERYTHING CAME % METCALF AND I DON'T KNOW THE ORDER. MUCH LESS 
DATES® OF ARRIVAL. LESSEE NOW, • HAVE HERE:

1 : Ace of Next (Phil Castora), about | page mimeod on standard 
PAPER WITH BLUE-GRAY INK. PtCA TYPER- MAILED IN ENVALOPE

2: "Speleobem 22.1" (’’Bruce Pelz”), 1 page, mdcroelite (14 pitch), 
PURPLE INK® MAILED N ENVALOPE,

3: ”Speleobem 22.2” (’’Bruce Pelz”), 1 page, pica typer, purple 
INK ON GRAY PAPER, MAILED NAKED.

4: Spectatobem (Bruce Pelz), 1 page, dittoed in purple on green 
PAPERa SIGNED, SEALED, ETC, IN ENVALOPE. ELITE TYPER.

Dear SAPS (Al Lewis). 1 page, black mimeo on white paper® 
ELITE TYPER, IN ENVALOPE.

6: “Speleobem 22.2” (“Bruce Pelz") 1 page, 14 putch micro-elite, 
PURPLE MJMEO ON WHITE PAPER, fN ENVALOPE.

7: .Hold StI (Dick Schultz). 1 page, black mcmeo on white paper.. 
PSCA TYPER, EN ENVALOPE.

8° (Phil Casiora), 2/3 page, mimeo, green ink on
purple/ PAPER, PICA TYPER, UN ENVALOPE.

9>_Ace of Next /^(Phil Castora), 1 page, black mimeo on green 
PAPER, ELATE TYPER, F-N ENVALOPE.

AND FINALLY 10: "SPELEOBEM 22.3” ("BRUCE Pelz"), BLACK MIMEO ON 
WHITE PAPER, 14 PHOH MICROELITE TYPER, ?N ENVALOPE.

SO WHAT'S GENU NE IN THIS MESS, AND WHAT |SN3T. Or THE VARIOUS 
’’Pelzones" Pm reasonably certain that only one in genuine... #4. Not 
SO MUCH BECAUSE OF THE SEAL AND ALL THAT BUSINESS- BUT BECAUSE FT WAS 
THE ONLY ONE WHICH WAS NOT SENT TO ME % METCALF. DESPITE WHAT IT SAVS 
in the 0-0 Bruce sends my /majlings to another address. For various 
REASONS I WANT TO LIMIT MY MAIL ELSEWHERE AND ALWAYS REQUEST THAT I 
BE PUT ON LJSTS AS /' METCALF BUT I GET A VERY FEW ITEMS Ei, S £ WHE R Eo . . 
AT WORK AND WHERE I LIVE, AMONG OTHER PLACESoc.AND MY SAPS BUNDLES ARE 
AMONG THE ITEMS SENP ELSEWHERE. As I SAID, ALLTHE POSTMAILINGS BUT 
ONE WENT TO NORM. AND THAT ONE WAS ADDRESSED EXACTLY AS THE BUNDLES / 
ARE o

While in NY last week t heard of a partfculatlv nasty trick pulled 
on Pelz, but I can3? remember who did it. I think it was either Al 
Lewis or Rech Brown, but I'm not sure. Anyhow, said "culpret” typed 
A LETTER ’’FROM PELZ" AND PURPOSLV SENT IT TO THE WRONG ADDRESS FOR

Wally Weber knowing that st would bounce sack to Bruce. This was 
I REMEMBER CORRECTLY, TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF BEING ONE OF MANY 
LETTERS SENT OUT BUT WAS ON ACTUALITY THE ONLY ONE. In OT“BrUCE’’ 
f ded to Wally that he was desperate to win the oe race ’cause hi 
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marriage to Dian had put him in a financial hole forcing him to ’’borr­
ow” THE SAPS TREASURE, AND HE O[DNJF KNOW HOW HE WOULD EVER BE ABLE TO
PAY IT BACK iN TIME IF HE LOST THE ELECT ONe. BUT APPARANTLY BRUCE 
DiDN ? BIGHT FOR i RECEIVED MO CAMPAIGN LHERATURE REFERRING TO TH ID 
PHONY LETTER.



} AM NOW ABOUT HALF WAY THRU A MOST FASCSNATlNG BOOK, HERMANN 
Hesse’s The Bead Game* Since this is quite an old book 1 imagine it 
HAD BEEN THOROUGHLY DISCUSSED f N THE FAN PRESS BEFORE 1 BECAME INVOL­
VED IN FANZINE-FANDOM, BUT ! DOn’t REMEMBER SEEING ANY REFERENCES TO 
IT* bO (F ANY (OR ALk) OF YOU HAVE LONG SONCE READ IT, PLEASE PARDON 
MY DESCRIPTION AND COMMENTARY ON IT.

First to get the publication facts out of the way* The copy I3m 
READING fS A QUALITY PAPERBACK (#2117) PUBLISHED BY FREDERICK UNGAR 
PuBo CO* OF NY? DATE OF PUBLICATION UNSPECIFfED* IT 9S REPR5NYED FROM 
a Henry Hold edition copyright 19495 which is presumably the first US 
publication* However the preface to the English translation is dated 
July 19^-7? so I assume there must have been a British edition at about 
that tsme* Heaven only knows when the German version was completed, 
BUT THE PREFACE MENTIONS THAT THE FIRST COMPLETE PUBLICATION WAS 5N 
194-5* Ano I imagine that that must be the year that rr earned its 
author his Nobel Prsze*

The format or this novel ?s most unusual* It is written in the 
FORM OF A FORMAL BIOGRAPHY OF THE HERO3 SUPPOSEDLY WRITTEN A NUMBER OF 
YEARS AFTER HIS DEATH SEVERAL HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW, AND IS COMPLETE 
WITH EVEN t50 PAGES OF THE HEROES WRITINGS APPENDED AT THE END* THESE 
ARE SUPPOSED 10 REPRESEN EVERYTHING OTHER THAN CORRESP0NDANCE WHICH 
HAD SURVIVED TO THE ’’TIME” OF WRITING*

BAS8CAI.LY THE BOOK TE’LS OF THE Rf.SE OF JOSEPH KNECHT FROM A STU­
DENT TO THE MAG6STAR LUDI- THE TOP OFFICE OF A SECUIAR MONASTIC ORDER;, 
HIS D8SENCHANTMENT AND FINALLY HIS ABANDONMENT OF OFFICE AND ORDER. 
The structure of the story js "framed", obviously* There ?s a long in­
troduction BY THE "author" TELLING WHY THIS CAME TO BE WRITTEN AND SET­
TING THE SCENE* - -The BOOK ? S -SUPPOSEDLY WRITTEIf FOR PEOPLE OUTSBDE OF 
THE ORDER SO SOME 30 PAGES ARE SPENT INTRODUCING THEM (AND us) TO THE 
NATURE AND HISTORY OF BOTH THE ORDER AND "BEAD GAME” WHICH IS SUCH AN 
ESSENTIAL PARI OF IT* NOW I SUPPOSE NO AUTHOR IN THE SF* FIELD ITSELF
WOULD DARE DO SOMETHING LIKE THIS, BUT WOULD REVEAL ALL OF THE BACK­
GROUND IN THE STORY ITSELF FROM PASSING REFERENCES IN CONVERSATIONS*

AS WOULD 3E EXPECTED OF SUCH AN HONORED BOOK, IT IS VERY WELL CON­
STRUCTED* A CULTURE RADICALLY DIFFERENT FROM OURS PS PRESENTED IN THE 
.1NTRODUCT 6 ON AND MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE STORY, AND THE WHOLE THBNG 
5S WRITTEN JUST AS IT WOULD BE BY A PERSON IN THAT CULTURE^ A SOCIAL
WORLD HAS BEEN AS TIGHTLY CONSTRUCTED AS THE BEST PHYSICAL WORLD OF HAL 
Clement* On the other hand the story is slow-moving ano with little 
PLOT o

All science fiction and fantasy should, ideally, have this tight 
CONSTRUCTION BUT IN PRACTICE ONE FINDS A WELL BUILT WORLD ONLY ON THE 
RAREST OF OCCASIONS* MANY AUTHORS, * SUPPOSE, ARE SIMPLY INCAPABLE OF 
THIS., AND MOST OF THE REMAINDER DON'T HAVE THE T«ME* IT TAKES AN AWFUL 
LOT OF TIME AND WORK TO DO SOMETHING LIKE THIS AND IT CAN ONLY BE DONE 
AS A LABOR OF LOVE*««AS BY CLEMENT OR TOLKIEN* /

While Clement & Tolk en use their worlds as backgrounds for won­
derful ADVENTURE STORsES.«* PART ICULARLY TOLK 8EN* *.HESSE USES H8S TO 
MAKE A NUMBER OF POINTS ABOUT PEOPLE AND TRENDS BN SOCIETY* I SUP­
POSE CN THAT IT COULD BE COMPARED WITH WORKS L8KE 19^^ AND BRAVE NEW 
WORLD*

AS I SAiD, THE WORLD PORTRAYED IS RADICALLY DIFFERENT FROM OUBIS* 
But also it regards our age with contempt, calling it the "Age of the 
Digest*” The author makes some very telling points on our obsession

W'TH TRIVIAL FACTS*c0THE PERPETUAL DELUGE 
ASPECTS OF THE LIVES OF FAMOUS PEOPLE AND 
WITH NEWSPAPER SUNDAY-SUPPLI MERTS AND THE

OF ARTICLES ABOUT UNESSENFE/L
OTHER SUCH CRUD ASSOCIATED
VARIOUS ’’DIGEST” FUBL5CAT-



AVON FANTASY RSADEft: page 3/// rONS* In the latest WARHOON just out 
Bergeron in effect complains that he 

OS ACCUSED Or BEING ALOOF AND IMPERSONAL BECAUSE HE DOESN^T REVEAL 
SUCH FACTS ABOUT H MSELF, AND FEELS THAT DESPITE THE CRITICISM HE HAS 
REVEALED MANY IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF HIS PERSONALITY IN HIS WRITINGS*

And Hesse had seen our trend toward demandong information from 
EVERYTHING LONG BEFORE SUCH MANIFESTATIONS SUCH AS THE VIRTUAL D8S- 
APPEARANCE OF F 8 CT ON FROM MAGAZINES ( L I K E THE SATEVEPOST) CR OF F f C» 
TOON MAGAZINES* ALONG THESE LINES, MIKE MOORCOCK SPECULATED THAT THE 
"James Bond" stories are so popular today because of the dots of 
PSEUDO-0NFORMAT0GN INSERTED THROU3HT0UT*** SEE PAGE 16 OF MY NIEKAS c* 
People seem, to a large extent, incapable of dognq anything for the 
sheer enjoyment of it but must rationalize it as be: ng”useful'’to some

DEGREE.
This, therefore, I regard as a legitimate crotccosm of our era 

THRU THE EYES OF THE IMAGINARY AUTHOR. BUT HESSE HAS SET UP A FUTURE
WORLD NO BETTER THAN OURS, AND PERHAPS EVEN WORSE.

It is a tome of impersonal ANONYMETY, and dedication TO THE OR"
oerg As the "author" puts it, ,;...we of today only speak OF PERSONAL"
STIES WHEN WE MEET WITH MEN WHO ARE BEYOND ALL OR’Q5NALITIES AND PECUL* 
IARITIES AND WHO HZ VE SUCCEEDED 3N ACHIEVING THE MOST PERFECT POSSIBLE 
SELF-WENT IF BOAT CON WITH THE GENERAL, AND DN RENDERING THE MOST PER­
FECT POSSIBLE SERVICE TO THE SUPRA—PERSONAL *" CREATION OS STRICTLY 
VERBOTTEN* * *NOT BY LAWS, BUT BY DEMANDS OF THE CULTURE* KNECHT IS 
CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN RADICALLY DEVIANT AS A STUDENT FOR HE ACTUALLY
WENT 80 FAR AS TO WRITE POETRY THEN, WHICH HAD BEEN DISCOVERED MUCH 
LATER AND OS APPENDED TO THE STORY* THERE OS A VIRTUAL OBSESSION WBTH 
THE MUSIC OF THE 1$TH TO ^TH CENTURIES AND THE STUDY AND ANALYSIS 
THEREOF, BUT WITH ONE EXCEPTION ABSOLUTELY NONE S3 WRITTEN "NOW*” THE 
EXCEPTION CONSISTS OF PRACTICE PIECES WRITTEN BY STUDENTS IN COURSES 
ON THE THEORY OF MUSIC, AND THESE ARE NOT PRESERVED* AND ANY SCHOLAR­
SHIP OTHER THAN THE STUDY OFTKE HISTORY OF A MOVEMENT ON SOME FIELD IS 
HELD ON COMPLETE CONTEMPT* And WHEN SOMETHING IS DONE ST 88 DONE 8N 
ANONYMETY* THE "AUTHOR*1 SAYS MANY OF THE NAMES OF THE PEOPLE WHO CON" 
TR8BUTED SUBSTANTIALLY TO THE EVOLUTION OF THE ORDER AND ASSOCIATED 
"bead game" SIMPLY HAVE HOT BEEN PRESERVED*

These cultural dark ages followed a long series of major wars(. 
BUT THE AUTHOR IS VAGUE ABOUT THE AMOUNT OF TECHNOLOGY WHICH HAS SUR« 
vovEDc Photography is mentioned as still en use, and there ss an Un- 
SPECIFIED FORM OF "FAST TRANSIT" AVAILABLE WHEN ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL 
THO THE MEMBERS OF THE ORDER USUALLY /TAKE 'X FEW WEEKS TO WALK WHEN­
EVER THEY HAVE TO CO ANYWHERE* NOW ! IMAGINE THAT HAD AN SF AUTHOR 
WRITTEN THIS STORY THE TECHNOLOGY-LEVEL WOULD HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY 
THOUGHT OUT AND SPECIFIED, BUT THUS APPARANTLY JUST DIDNST INTEREST 
Hesse*

Now 5 HAVE BEEN READING THIS BOOK [N BITS ANO SNATCHES OVER A 3 
WEEK PERIOD AND AM STILL ONLY v WAY THROUGH, THIS IS ADMITTEDLY NOT 
THE BEST WAY TO GET ALL OF WHAT THE AUTHOR HAS TO SAV OUT OF THE BOOK 
OR EVEN TO HAVE h CLEAR MEMORY OF EVERYTHING MENTIONED AND THE CAUSAL 
RELATIONSHIPS^, THEREFORE CT COULD WELL BE THAT I HAVE GOOFED UP SOME 
POINTS N DISCUSSING THE PO’NTS OF THE BOOK*

SjiCE THE PREFACE SPEAKS OF THE F FIST COMPLETE VERSION BEING PUB- 
’ LSHED N '94b ’ ASSUME THAT SOME EXCERPTS HAO BEEN PUBLISHED EAFiLlER. 
Anyhow, it was written during or before World war II, a tome of Twi 

•OTAL,TARSAL ENTITIES EACH TRYING 70 SUPPRESS tND I V IDUALI TV IN ITS 
own way. This world of Knecht3s seems to be an anguished protest
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Thf,s world seems to be one that evolved as a reaction against 
SOME ASPECTS OF OURS, BUT WH * CH MADE A WRONG TURN® IN REACTION TO 
THE WARS A NUMBER OF PEOPLE TURNED TO A QUGET AND CONTEMPLATIVE LCFE, 
OUT OF WH D CH EVOLVED A COMPLETELY NON-REL6G6OUS MONASTIC ORDER, THE 
Castalgan order® About the same tsme thjs mysterious seal game orgq- 
JHATED and BEGAN TO EVOLVEa

Its orcqgns were among music students who gave others themes and 
CHALLENGED THEM TO COMPLETE OR ELABORATE UPON THEM® AFTER SOME 73 ME 
IT TOOK THE FORM OF GLASS BEADS ON WIRES TO REPRESENT THE NOTES, AND 
HENSE THE NAME, THO PT LONG SINCE LOST THAT FORM® MATMEMAT8C8ANS CAME 
UP WITH A VARIATION UPON WHICH THEY COULD EXPRESS THEOREMS AND RELATE 
8ONSHBPS, AND EVENTUALLY JUST ABOUT EVERY SCEENCE DISCOVERED A VARSAT- 
DON 38UTA0LE TO ITS DESC(PL?MEO I HE NEXT MAJOR STEP WAS THE DISCOVERY 
OF A FORM COMPATABLE TO ALL DOSC 8 PL INES SO THAT UNIVERSALLY APPLICABLE 
STATEMENTS COULD BE MADE® THE GAME EVENTUALLY BECAME ASSOCIATED W8TN 
THE ORDER AND STS DUSCOPLDNES STRENGTHENED THE TREND TOWARDS AUTHAROAN 
ANONVMCTY AND BROKE THE HOLD OF TODAYS INTEREST 8N TR8V8AL FACTS®

Knecht, lske most, enters the bead game thru musgc® Whole jn 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL HE 8S INTRODUCED TO MUSJCAL MEDITATION BY THE "MASTER 
OF MUSfiC," ONE OF THE 12 TOP PEOPLE IN THE ORDER® I SAW AGAON D88N£Y°S 
"FANTASSa" JUST AFTER READING THIS PASSAGE AND FOUND A REMARKABLE SPM* 
SLARCTY BETWEEN THE rSLM"3 OPENING SCENES AND THE MED3TATGON AS DES­
CRIBED GN THE BOOK® I GUESS THE FILM COULD BE DESCRIBED AS A MEDITAT­
ION PREDIGESTED AND PRESENTED TO THE VIEWER® ? HAVE NO 3 DEA OF MOW 
COMMON THE IDEA OF SUCH MEDITATION GS AMONG THOSE SERIOUSLY 8NTEREs/t- 
ED ?N MUS2C AND WONDER IF THE FILM, FURST RELEASED ABOUT 1940, HAD ANY 
INFLUENCE UPON THJS PASSAGE®

Eventually Knecht gs accepted onto the elite school which as pn 
MANY WAYS THE EQUIVALENT TO A MJDEAVAL SEMINARY® IN FACT, GT (IS PARA­
LLEL EVEN TO THE POINT OF TAKING IN CERTAIN PRIVILEGED PEOPLE AS STUD­
ENTS GN ORDER TO EDUCATE THEM EVEN THO THEY DC NOT INTEND TO ENTER THE 
ORDER® They go there for the schools maintained by the order are sup­
posed TO BE THE- BEST AVAILABLE®

Because of thgs analogy to the Mdoeaval "clerk" and the fact that 
apparantuv Knecht gs to eventually take the equivalent of the papacy I 
BEGAN TO WONDER OF THIS MEGHT BE NOTHONG BUT LAZY HISTORICAL FOCTOONco® 
A STORY WH0 CH COULD JUST AS WELL BEEN A HISTORICAL NOVEL BUT WAS SET 
IN THE FUTURE (N ORDER TO SAVE HESSE THE NECESSITY OF HISTORICAL RES«« 
EARCH® But NO, I DECODED, I OONST THONK SO® HESSE WROTE THUS TO COM­
MENT ON SOCIETY AND I DON3? 3MAG8NE THESE POINTS COULD HAVE BEEN MADE 
AS WELL, OF AT ALL- ON A H3STOR0CAL SETTING® ALSO, KNECHT WILL EVENT­
UALLY LEAVE KGS OFFGCE, SOMETHING WH§ CH HADN^T HAPPENED GN HGSTORV® 
Why he well osn3t vet clear tho there are some hints, so t can3? say 
YET WHETHER THE SAME POINT COULD BE MADE BY HESSE BY HAVONG HC8 PROTAG­
ONIST REMAIN JN OFFICE 5N EXTREME UNHAPPDNESS®

One well presented posnt thruout the story was that W8TH each ad­
vancement CAME MORE RESPONSABILIT8ES AND LESS FREEDOM UNT8L WHEN HE OC­
CUPIES THE HIGHEST OFF3CE HE HAS JUST ABOUT NO TOME OR FREEDOM LEFT AT 
ALL®

Well, ? don’t think I can say much more about the book at thgs p 
POSNT® i3VE NOW READ A LITTLE MORE THAN HALF OF THE STORY PROPER (UE, 
EXCLUDING THE APPENDgCEES) AND KNECHT HAS SEEN MAGOSTAR LUDi FOR ABOUT 
SOX MOMTHSo HE HAS JUST HAD A MEETONG WITH THE VERY AGEO FORMER MAST­
ER of Music ano was very effected by ^that personas acquisition of 
SAlNTLY characteristics. He ss begsnngng TO WONDER OF "EVEN THOS PURE~ 
LY SECULAR ORDER MIGHT NOT DEVELOP SOME SAINTS®
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A VO N V FA NT AS Y RE A 9 ER: page 5/7 / At thus point I a m beg ? K ?•:1 n g t
SUSPECT THAT KE WILL LEAVE THE CAST
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JAN ORDER N ORDER TO EMTER A REAL RELCQOUS ORDER BUT I WON3'! XNO» 
FOR SURE FOR SOME TIME YET FOR THERE CS ST•LL A GOOD 100 PAGES ~0 GO
BEFORE THE EVENT And THfS 2S A PONDEROUS BOOK WHICH IS TAKONGXME
VERY LONG TIME TO READ!

Because « am reading st gn-bgts ano pieces. as 1 sasd* I am Npr , 
GETTING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE OUT OF ST ANO rNTEND TO READ CT AT LEAST J
ONE MORE TIME* HOWEVER SO MUCH GS BASED UPON MUSGC, ABOUT WHICH I \ 
KNOW SO LITTLE, THAT I MAGGNE MANY ASPECTS WOLL ESCAPE ME REGARD­
LESS OF HOW MANY T ; MES I READ ST UNTIL f F'NALLY GET AROUND TC LEARN#
ING SOME MORE ABOUT MUSSO*

’ WOULD LOVE Y0 SEE A 7HUR0UCH DISCUSSION AND ANALASYS OF TH?
BOOK BY SOMEONE Lh.E JAMES BLGSH, V/ALTER BREEN OR HARRY WARNER* A^D 
OF COURSE I WOULD EVEN GET A GREATER PLEASURE OUT OF PUBLISHING SUCH
A N A N ALAS Y 3 ? ? J M Y - E N Z 3 N E NIE K A S *

I MIGHT MENTION THAT THIS MONUMENTAL BOOK WAS RECCOMMENDED T0| ME 
BY A FRIEND AT THE. LAB, JEAN SERKIN, WHO LENT ME THE COPT I AM READ:NG* 
She has lottle use for SF as such, but has a great love for mustc'md 
i IMAGINE KNOWS MORE ABOUT 57 THAN 3 EVER WJl.Lv SHE READ TH C S 300k
ON THE RECC0MMENDA7: ON OF A FRIEND OF HERS AND HAS LIKED [ T VERY mL’OH

And wcth THIS I END these h^stsl? composeo-on-master remarks
ABOUT A MOST 8NTE£#ST'NG BOOK-.

This has been AVON FANTASY READER, SAPSzine J6P produced fop 
the 67th SAPS mailing* Typer* a Smith-Corona electric portable, 
COURTESY OF MY LANDLORD* (THE MOTOR OF MY ANT :Q.UE IBM HAS BEEN S 2 CK y 
SICK, SICK FOR SOMi-: T ? ME NOW AND JUST DFED< IN FACT? WHEN I WAS ST-JN- 
CILL8NG NIEKAS 8T REFUSED TO START, AND WHEN IT FINALLY DED U MADE 
SPUTTERING NOISES. THE ONLY WAY ! COULD GET THE THGNG STARTED WAS 
TO WRAP A HEAVY OOW AROUND THE SHAFT AND GIVE A RAPID TUG, AND HOfc 

KNOT EVEN ’HAT WILL WORK*

’’ ft L L N QUARTER,

X 
-
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